ABSTRACT 

A method and device for accessing a broad data field having a fine 
resolution. The user selects a scale which can be varied. The scale controls a 
range within the data field. By moving the range to encompass different 
5 portions of the data field, the user can scan that portion of the data field. The 
present invention allows the user to simultaneously select the scale while 
moving the range over different portions of the data field. Thus, the user can 
"zoom in" and "zoom out" of different portions of the data field. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, a particular piece of data 
1 0 within the broad data field can be accessed. First, the scale is selectively 
gl varied, thereby controlling a range within the data field. Then, the range is 

moved to encompass portions of the data field in which the piece of data 
flf. resides. Next, the scale is successively decreased while, simultaneously, points 

successively closer to the location are kept with the range. The scale is 
1 5 decreased (i.e., increasing the range's resolution) and the range is moved in 
this manner until the piece of data is actually accessed. 
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